


@

-

fornia has shown no fear of{ine this reek and lidgers in the bmytd
rubbing e1s md yawning. A pair ofmiddle-aged women liom Au$ralia
mnt sure theyve got what it rakes to be owboys and sriflty hobble to
the pasture ro otch rhen hones. ltt a qpiel cro of guesrs thar might
show up at my dude ranch in America+ager and unfamiliar

Every norning before breakfast, the
hores are ded in rhe barnlerd, fed, and
groomed. Itt a chance for the wranglers to
look over rhe hotses (and for rh€ guests to
wake up). Hoo"es are cieaded. Nicks dd
scratches are docored. Manex and tails
brushed ciean. With the hoaes tended to.

we mlk up rhe hill to rhe tanch ho"se for
breakfast, where the smell of fu.s bacon

pulls us in frcm rhe front 1zrd. The houe
fills with rhe sounds of spure and boot
heels on rhe wooden llooc Hot dishes of
scrmbled eggs and pancakes are delivered

to the table. Ranch ownen Alo and Deb-
bie Egglesron sir beside each orher at the

head of the long table and lead a dlscus
sion the dayt schedule. \re ear rhe kind
of breakfat needed for a tull day on the
ranch, ad after we drink our last cup of
coFee, Alan sards up.

"Going lo be mother great day. See ev-

€ryone at the bam id 15 minuts." he says

The Double E si$ on a small tribu-
rary of rhe Gila River in southwestern
NN Msico. about 20 miles ftom Ari-
zona and 100 nils nonh of Old Mqico.
Ive come to the mch to join rhis crw
of three wrmgles for a fw days in mid-
September Though I run a hoBe-truining
opeGtion for six yed dd have worked a
a cowboy sine I .6 old enough to l%h
rhe gas pedal of a pickup ruck, I ve nryer
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A day in the life
Wranglers have it good-they live and work where oth-
ers pay to go on vacation. Writer Will Grant rides for the
brand at New Mexico's Double E guest ranch.

At dawn we lean aginst a pi&up and make a list of rhe horses to be ridden to-
day. The desert is damp and cool from last night's rain, and with the 6rst pargs
oflight, we set to the chores. Feed the curent barn cat, the sole feline survivor
ofowl and coyote predation. Saddle ayounghorse thatt notyetsettled into rhe

routine. Load bales of alfalfa onrc the trailer. Fill the wheelbarrow wirh gnin.
Sweep the tack-room floor. Half an hour later, the guests emerge from their
cabins with mugs ofcoffee in their hands.

Afrer a week in rhe saddle, some *e rtlking beter thm othes. Pets de Korr, fron the

Netherlands, n on his sood cup ofcofee md dinls every morning in rhe Gila River

country is wondertul. Heino Hagge, &on Germmn md his girlfriend, Vme$a Schmidr,

u pursuing cowboy life with due Germaa diligene and discipline. Theyie dea md
showered and never mns out on helping wirh chore!. 'I!e tio offight nuses from Cali
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qplored the suesr-ranch side of cowboy
work. wransles make a living of help-
ing othe6 enjoy rhe richnes of the world
viewed from rhe back of a horse, which is

somerhins I've always hken for granted.
It was amuing to simply provide thn for
rhe suesrs and ro see theh lighr up from
the dperienc. Despite rheir sore knees,

awkward sirup led$hs, and unfamiliar

iry wirh rhunder and lighrening, rhey took
ro ir like clochork. Jus! add ho6e.

Myl,os, Mark Rinsler has worked for
rhe Dolble E for a decade. He: 63 years

old and hs lhe kind of sood naiured,
easy goidg altitude required ofwranglers
who lead soings of novices. He's quick
to tell me rhar our prioriries on a gtresr
ranch are diFerent than rhosc oF: work-

"k's real simple," he sa)6. "l m here ro
make sure rhse people have a sood dme.
Ererything ek is seondary o rhar"

This is rugged counrry tull of thorns
and rartlonakes. The rocky ridges supporr
more cacus rhm gruss. Yrater, both u ein
and surfae runos, is scuce. Agriculur€

"It's real
simple.
Wranglers
are here to
make sure
these peo-
ple have a
good time.
Everything
else is sec-
ondary to
that."

rhe early 1900s, rhe

Double E in 1829,

Springs, Chirio-
hua, licarilla, md

rhey played hell

M*ican, and Arylo settlen. In 1853, rhe
U.S. government set xide the Gila coun
ny as Apache lmd. vhite semlenent be-
gm wirh permanence in 1886, when the
Apaches ret$ned rhe land io rhe U.S. gov-
ernment and 13 yers bdore Geronimo
surendered. That's about the time that rhe
Double Eland sw ns 6nr onh

En.ohpasins xhe pBenr-day Dou,
ble E, rhe LC Ranch was a 70,000-acre
spread in Gila country t}r may no longer
have been lndim Terirory ar rhe ffn of
rhe lst cenrury. bur ir srill had irs rough
poitrrs. Mobers of rhe oudaw gang the
\rild Bunch, which included the Sun-
dance Kid, worked as hired heds for rhe
LC, md rhey wolld reporredly leave the
ranch evely so often ro rob rrains or banks
and rhen rerurn for da)' work r cowboys.
In 1905, Horace Hooker, who was work-
ins as a remster for rhe LC, leased land
on Bear Creek md esiablkhed rhe Hooker
Ranch herdqu&reB wherc the Double E

Ale ad Debbie Egslesloo boushr ihe
Double E in 1996 to raise a small herdMP ROC(EIWOOD IS A QUIEI 7.YEAR-OLD 6ELDII{G I]AT THE DOUBLE E SOUGHI AS A 2.YEAR.OLD.
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ofcatle and enjoy retirement. lley had

no inrenrion ofharboring guests at that
iime. But raising carrle here n hard, and

even thoqh the roughly 7,000 deeded

rcres cme with grazing righrs to an addi-
donal23,000 ads, they could only graze

about 300 cows, mt oNgh m rcrer
cosrs. After owning the phce for a year
rhey built a series of log oblns, refur
blshcd rhe old Lanch house, and staned

buying up genrle horses.

"\reie working very hard at retiring,"
joks Debbie.

Alier our horry breakfrsr, *e saunter

down dre hill fom rhe mrch house. A doz
en of the Eggl*tom' mor padent hotses

wait in the brnyard. The guests ate abo"t
to get their feet wet at herding ettle, and

not one of rhm has a lick of *periene.
But dBe anindls know the rcurine.

"I have a wodd ofrespect 6r our hor-
es," sqs Debbie. "I wish some people were

u rcleent * rhey are."

Rinsler has spent the past 10 years en-

suring that saddlc hores ar rhe Double
E suir ihe guests. Het a quiet hand with
livesock, md these uimals rellect his

slow md stedy pace of work. He's the

reason thar the hoses are so compliart
wirh guests. As inportant it is to handle

hores, though, a wmngier needs to be

even better wirh people. Rinsler's gende

touch allows the Double E guess to e -
ily take to ranch liG. \Tithoui being juds
menml. he gladly helps people saddle their
hors. shows how to bridle rhem wirh-
our banging the bir on the hones teerh,

and reminds everyone to check that then
cinches an right before sepping into rhe

srddle. Hc more or les holds everybodyt

ASIRIITG OFDOUBLE EGUESTHORSESSTANDSPATIENTLYDURINGLIJNCH.

Appy Trails
'la*e American Cowboy with you any and everywhere

by subscribing to the digital edition

through Zinio, www.zinio.com.

Download the free Zinio Magazine Newsstand app
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Search, zoom, ink and share big-sky content

on your smali screen.
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hadds and seems ro enjoy donrs ir. virh
the crq horseback and smiling, we head
out to gathet a few carle.

"You can mlk alldayabout how ro move
@ide," Alan says. "Bur we like ro give you
a few poinres and le! you jump in dd jlst
ry it to see what works and what doesnt."

Ar ihe Double E, rhere arent many
tules for handrins carrle and no rgenda
that mu$ be adLered ro. The wranglen
let you choose your own pace and path.
Theyie lherc ro help. Peihaps the biggesr

dire.eDce berween doing rhis on a work-
ing ranch and doing it on a guest ranch
is drar no one loses rh€ir remper lhere's
no yelling or criricizing. You do whatyou
feel comfonable doing, and Rinslerund
Ab. focus on making sure you're having
ruo and rhar everyore srays safe. ki! a pro-
recred bubble of cowboying. Vranglers
arc $e inrermedilries. so you can have aU

rhe aoeage, rhe livestock, canyons, and
creek botoms ar your diposal. He (or
she) oeeds a rhoroush knowledge of gear

and rack, a basic krowledge ofveterinary
care, and expert hoEemanship. You jusr

A suesrianch wrdgler wo.ks hard for
low wages, freezes in the winter, and burns
in the summer Heahh insunnce? Nwer
on any nnch I evd worked for Rernc-
ment? Not byalongshor. Housing? l,oor
ly insulared, mice,ridden bunkhouses,
with families of skunks living under the
porch. Sowharare ihebenefits, other than
caloused hands? A life so Lich ir nature
and freedom thar wmnglcrs keep ii like

a secrer. But unlike working cowboys,
guest nnch cowboys musr rnanrrail good
hunor at all iims. F.ankly, ifa w ngler
loses his rmper, he'll tose his job. they
need o be dean,shaven and wcar clean
dothes, aDd lhey should have more teeth
than iaftoos.le.es no room for cursing,
spi$ing, or drinking roo rmch beer

even if some people dismiss rhar as clasic
cowboy behrvior During long days in rhe

DOUBLEECO-OWNEhATAN EGGLESTON SADDLESAYOUNG HORSE
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THE DOIJBLE E'S SURE-FOOIED HORSES ARE IDEAL FORTHE 6ILAWLDERNESSAEEA

sxddle, rhe wEngler represenrs rhe rarch
to theguesis, and,like canle on a working
hnch, rhe gues$ arc whar pay rhe bills.

"It rakes a very special klnd of penon
wirh unique versariliry !o work in ihis ed,
vironmenr," sa)6 Debbie. "Remenber, we
areni very rear to my populaiion cenrers.'

Any wangler wonh his salt needs ro
have rhelo€llore as hmdy as a canteen of
mrer For a rhirsry g st. Rinsle. knows his
lndian and oltlaw hisrory and also givs
quick and-difty primers on local geology.

Helljump oFhis hone, drop ro his knees,

and pi.k lh.ough rhe dark volcani. soil
to find the rock rype hei looking for ro
nake a point. With a dozn guesrs silring
their horses in rapr anendon, Rimler will
spin a saga of hva, olde6. Indians, ar-
.owheads, and how the trickling rivulet of
Bear Creek cuts and polishes the clilI iice.

Ifyouwant to see Indian cave dwellings
and plr houses, rhe wraDgles will ake
you there. Ifyou wanr ro look forbighorn
sheep, Ri.sle. will give you a surefoored
hore and take you up ocky shelves high
above rhe Elley floor If you want to read

a book on rhe porch of the nnch house,

Debbie will make sure you have a pircher
of ied re or lenonade ar yourside.

The norning the guests dride m rry rheir
hdds ar penning cattle, ir: clear rhe hores
have a better idea or how ro do it rhan the
riders. \X/e put rhe caffle nr rhe dena, di-
vlde rhe guesrs inro reams of three, and let
de.ybody lear or rk job. The ade set-

rer. the horses stay quiet and get ro work,
and the guests have a .iorously good time.
lleyie starliog Io feel like, and sometims
vasuely resemble, senunre cowhands.

After rhe moningt gthea we ride
back to the barn ar noon and loosen rhe
saddtc cinches for lunch. Ar rhe lons lable
wirhAlan and Debbieagain, we ear bowls
ofchili with meked cheese and hor coF
bread srraighr froh rheoven. Debbie does

ar rhe Double E and

ger a final drink or warer before srarting
up Bear CEek for higher counrry. E lier
in the week, a ber mck in the sand had
piqued everyones inreresi, and about half
the group hopes ro see a bear lle orhe.
halfofwants ro see a bear about 6 much
as rhey wanr ro ser bucked oFrheirhorq.

''I doni mnr ro get oren by a bear," says

Vikki Donnelly, ofTamworth, New South

"We got
yiews so
long you
can see into
nextweek.
There's a
lot of wild
country out
there, and I
never tire of
seeing it."



Vales. Nor do I cre o even

*e one. A footprint ir orcugh

As we leave rhe ranch head-

quaaers, we see a bighorn
shep silhoueaed atop a clill
a6our one mile in dre disrance.

Tall coronuood trees and q<a-
mores shade rhe lush banks ol
Bear Creek. P.ickly poppies
bloom in the undertor; and
jimson weed khose whirc,

conical flowcr madc farnous

by Gcosia O'Keeffe) tun our
in rhick cl$ters. \Ve .ross rhe

.rcek a dorcn rimes, rhe ride^
srLung out over a quarreL rrile
in quier conversarion. Tlrere\

nor as much of the head-to-

tail trail Lidhg rhat you 6nd at
most gucsr ranchcs. Gucsrs ba-

sically ride Lhe horses how and
whoe rheywaor ar rhe Double
E, while Rinsler and his crcw

keep a close eye. As rhe after
we climb the

high ridgcs ro thc foor of rhe

miglry Cila Y/ildffncss Arca.

Serdred mounrxins and dccp

.dyons lie before 6 in every

direction. Thundetheads boil

ind rowe. in lhe distane.
"We gor vies so long you

qn sce nrto ncxtweek," RinsleL

says. s w. $oP to oPed water

bodes. 'Ilst\ a lot of wild
counry our there, and I never

Vith the homes hangnrg

rheir heids itrd the sh.dows
grownrg Iong nr thc aftcrnoon
light, we Enally ridc irto hcad

quares. 'lhe swe.t on rhc
horcet nccls has long snrce

dried, and thc guesrs are rerdy
to bc out of rheir saddles. lhe
ho6es are tied in ihe bahyerd.
dd everyone slides f.om rheir
uddles. Tre guesrs congregate

benearb a broad oik rree ro
srrcch rheir less and rccouDr

rhe day Nerherlands l'ctcr
doles out cold cans of Bud-
wciscr to happy rccipi.nrs.

M.anwhilc, the wrangle(
and I pull rhe saddles and blan
kets fl,m the hotrs. lle ack
rrcm rakes on lhe smell of
ho6e sear, and we hose dowD

each hose to clean ir up. 'lhe

hores are nured out to paw

rurc tor thc night and roll and

flop in drc dusr and groan rvirh
sarisfaction. Thcn thcy rurD ro
rhe grte and wair for thc fccd

wagon. (Agdin. the Germans,

Heino an.l Vmesr. dre elger

ro help.) O"ly ali* naking

PlanIt: Double E Ranch

GETTINGTHERE
'Itre Double E n an hour
nonhwest of Silver Ciry,
Ncw Mexico, or abour five

and a halfhoure southwst
of Albuquerque. Both cities

have airpons and rental cr
faciliries, Ihough lhe airport
in Silver Ciry n small. The

Double E will pick you up in
Silver City for $100.

SEASON

Decenber and January car
be cold and lLrne crn lx hot.

Oths than those months, the
climate is grn.rdlly mild and

RATES

sunday rhroush San,rday

Gix nighs): $1,500r or dree
nighs: $840.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS
'lhe ltanch ollen weeklong,

women'only CowgiLl Camps

and mounted shooring clinics
ar the standard rate ofS I,!00
for six nights.Inquire tir

CONTACT INFORMATION

Debbie Eggleston handles :11

reseLvatbns and guest ingui'
ries - 8 66- 2 12 -3 5 0a, d a I 1,h.

gikktaru.l" l@rrh.,ot



the rounds with altalla ud grain, can the

wmngler say that dre ranch chores are 6n-

Dtuner is at six oclock sharp every evc-

ning.1'oright, we'rc havirg chicker enchi
ladas smolhered in srecn chile and cheese,

and everybody is hungry. Food restors our
vita]iry and c conversarion moves from
herding catde that mornirg ro ralk ofblack
bears in caves to helpnrg Nedrerlmds Pe

rer undesrand rhc rerm "nenos*ual," for
wlrich there is apparenrly no equivalent in
Dutch. Aftodinner;nd trlL oltomor"*\
lorg ride, we scaner to de guest @bins as

thesertingsud iurns rhe hills pink.
So ends anorher day in Gila counrry,

a day like mosr orhes wheD suc$s are

around. Through an oper window in
my cabnr, I hear the coyotes howling 

"r
rhe noo! and rhe owls sofrly hoodng in
rhe creek botrom. I lie there half *leep
with a gentle breeze turlidg the curtains.
Lighteni.gfl$hes in rhe disrance, and rhe

Milky \ray spills acro$ rhe der sb. llc
pace oflife varies litde here, and rhatt a

good thing.
I'm happy to l* the gusts hrve the

ranch cdiina tonight, a refurbished bunk
houe where folks garher to talk and drink
or surfthe Inrernet or use the phone. ]1re
life ofa wraogler is likely not in the *ars
fo me (l m roo onev), but I get it. Theres

a masic ro rhe cowboy liGsryle, and dlem
honor in ollering it ro pcople wlrc wmt a

A'

A GUEST EEfORETHE MOGOILON MOUN'IAINS.


