
wh.r vr.nld Jcsns Do. . . on Ilorseback?

Eehind the sen6 of thc Grant C-unry filmed "Ultimate Choice
Tv, a Ch.istian-lEsed Mlity shos that wks to Eridc tens toknrd
pcitive choices.

Ston a.d photos by Donnd Clatton Lbd.r

(h r Junc aicmoon ar the Doublc li Rancn in Cila" eady nonsoon clouds d&lc.ina lhe
skies and dmminga bitol moistui.. rhc cdr and crcw of' I Ihimdc ( hoice TV' are

lin,shins ld.h. hoDinslhinss $ill cletr up enough to shool a hone ridin3 $8ncnl. lhc
larse. runic and uclomnrg dinins hal! is buzi.ssiih lhc youlhl high cner&!

Nhadya. lhc sll-dc*rihid cirlic-rnl' ollhe casi.

conleNt ns Sodc have

\t've been hlnBins out.
ridinc ho6es." says a loung
me nmed leo, onc of thd
.asl.marcs. all in then lehs
od etuly 20s. "TheE are
eighr olus, and we've been
hangiry oul pr€tty good "

snrili4 bmadly benealh his
ldge owboy na( h6 been

nos. md omeded with
(he lelerision show ihrouth

*h.rch.isan inrci.. lhe
Jacksnville. Fla., mcsa-church is "Bible blsed'wilh a slrons mNronary mr
'lhc wholc$mc-lootiu Ulrnn le (hoice' can h aood company,l eo says. and hc
u.de^codshiseneof mission in beinepanof makinsrhisshow a moral

"K ids *an1 b conncd wnh people wh6 tre doing haas rerl. L€d \rls Doing*hals
r41 isnl jui ho.seb&k nding. extFne .ycling and sheing conresrs. Ie adds, bur
'\ecing *hal s in pcoplc s heds" !s they go rhmngh rheir a'lvcnturcs loAether
Odrine ready for ils founh sNn, "Ultimatc Choice Tv' is puluced by Enposeme.l
M cd ia. a Chrisli m-backcd produclion conrlDny i n J rck son! il lc. .l obn Laurcncc, prcsident
of linFsermen Medh is on had for rbe filming ollhe shos s nexr ll episodes.
'Irxnnxr('h.i.. lv wild wc Advcntm " shor in(intrr( ounN,nd d,icdrorun ir



"WdE lhe Arri-MTV," tjljM@
ela. "Th@ e aou*h bad ml€
mod.ls drl l[@ shos thar r.ll
kids rtat .lmsine pmital q
and t ti.g dflgs ft mmrl ten
b€n vie." He desibe "Uc-Tv'

€n@mging yourE D@ple to
nake pcitive choic ed arcid
th. cds.qEMs of hod ms

ind.Fn&nr i.l€visim st tim
eund rhe c@rry. ncrly thoe
rfliared Mln rh. f{md wB
@twork, tne show cuMdy is nor
hmdssl in New Meno. Bu tm sys he hopes de adv€it of0E "Ultinde
Choie Wild W.si' egtMts Mtl hclp EmFo@t Media to sw a Fox Chaftl
afrliale in rhe Albr4uerqE ar€a, *6icn mdd @ble ctut Couty viw6 lo s it via
Comst @ble, "UC-TV' is bread@sl d Suday mnings !t 8 &m- o. KKWB ctmel
65 in El PM, viewa6le in ta Cm6
L addiliM 1o ihill filled advotc ad 66id€ chats, @h d.y on $€ shN includes a
mlilalioial 1,1r bd by Dr* Edsridr +feEed ro s'Dr. DEw' by tn. qn and st fl.
Edqads is a h.havioal h@l& Its@her, tains, anlDr ard Cfuisrie @l@lor with .

He joined fie "UC Tv" r@n a a wil€r Ed msdtarn in 2002. l. addnio. lo
developing 6nr. for lne shov ed qiins for ephod6, he d.sibe his rele s "a
desenaled da4' on si!. io ptuted dE )ours p€oplc md ofrer eui<lree paniculdly whm
th€ subjas oI dngs or sx @ne up.
Ed\wrds fels so.sly ahout the slDrls misim dd opplwh, rtich he calh 'a stcaltb

H. qplaitu, 'Il ha to be dciii.g ro ger and Lep then a$etrtio4 {d tnc n sg. is $at
Flf-@nEol is pGsibl.. You dot haw to have s or get addicr.d."
Ihe show sle hd iwo ml cFhdrr. Me rrl€ ard ore fm.le. Bho l.ad di$BiG dd
"ute 

lbsElB avsilable 10 th. yotnr (iourtenay Bows, in ha mid-2os, is a youth
lears ed €nfcF€nd, sndrhe @tive di@ror of S[Mhann h A.ts, aclnislie an
od dame stulio Etc found.d six tlm ago in tu kenvill.. She 1a.h4 dd€ od dam
in Je*enville. ord rnvels eund th€ wo.ld s a mlivali@al spekd ed d.Dc r@nd.
'Ihe othe @hosr, SeoYos! G a ,urh Dostor and crdlor of yolrrQu*e Liye, ^nt of
Cnrtudd slage veBioi of'S.tud.y Nighl Livc,' &an{ing cmedy *ils, nBic md olha
ol€rtainlMl gded to &d pdfomed md produ@d by te€nag6. In its .i8tuh seen.
the rDj@1 al$ mw ,6tlB a wtly Edio show.

AU .poniog .dbry n.6 &d W.sra duds plNta.€d at Circle Hdt clolhing st@ in
Silvd City dE nLtnrhey hillosr. the est limteE d€lorr l[. dining hrll fd ln.lDe
@trds. Th€ 'UC-TV" @* is cheting lhe @nditiotu, deiding *iethq 10 sl@t e



outdoor ss.mt G me of dm* fEsid€ od{frbeday chats. Hoes st nd at €@

Thr atnelic-l@kiry youE m€n srand in a ercup, talting about $eir h(Ebrck-riding
dp.rimce dlid in lhe day.
Bmdo. a epnomoa b.eball Dlarq at lhe Uniffiit of Florid.. h^ *o. *!etu]
national aeads for hn @u.s@u sn€bac[ aner a licioE. nctr-faia] arkk his
ir6hrte ,@. He has slrong f€elinss ahoul the mesagp tn€ show night hring to o1na

"Borbm lire. i5 alout $e Md upstans," he sayn poidinB ro the sly. 'ne's guiding ns
ttroush sood lines dd bad.' Brudo. m r€cruited for the show *hm LaEne @e

(Jis, lhe youg folb€ll playd sta.ding Gxt to Bordon, nods in agEnent. Fomerly a
Fbndiar! (Jis is mw in nis snd yd at south Celina State. a.d nd t tme
lhrouSh tis Iomo bosketball c@ch, Tte 0tr* sall &Ds rhe psddock lopErd ihe

Nhadra, e anr&live yo@g bl&k eno. stcas gjnsqly mund rn€ mud puddles, all rhe
*til€ tuegine on de cnin saing of ha o*hoy hat.
"I m a Birliegi.l," snc eys witt a rcll ol hd huge ttart eyes. ceftine u9 on a hoe \m a
challoge, sn€ sys! om sne couldn l hlve &hiqed withoul the cmuaamenr oI the
dnB md Dr. D@ s n6ege about "peM€me."
Nhadya cd€ to tte show lhmush a comtion wilh h{ chwtr 0E Arlinston Asmbly
ofcod.Ihenesege ofhe slrcw, she sars, is aot lel s nate €ve.ybody CtristiN,' but
tlDl t1,@ @ orhq wls !o [ave tu." A ephmore at lhe Univmity of Florid4 Nnadya
eys she w&ls 10 be a r€l€visim sForts sid€line repon€r.
cxn€r crn nembeB irclude Arbs, a college ephomr dd n rio.al{ali6€r divq who
@ndy decided b quil shml to heome a mi$iona.y; ?aul. a ollcge teslmd ad
hiehly @ruited b6*bdl playd nom Tmpar SalarEb, a swinfrr who ju$ ompleled
ho eplmore y@: d J€sic4 e .t6leric surf€r ad slf-d.qibed 'advflnr sekr..
Co-nosl Bowsq says the shw strivB to 6t anicular€, 6eieeii. youths ofsod moEt
c6@1er. This groupins "jtrsl n pF.s to lE all Cltristim," she eys.
TlEe tidi ale all ffi lo nave ben &ud th€ 6ldh. Tl'ey willinsly she their
louehd life qFrielllrturies of druss, c ing di$rders, drirling, depEsion ed rtE
dificulries ofh€ins mis.d by a single pffit. flE, m quick to point oul how lhen
strugglB dqeloFd in then a nenglh ofch@1o. brcusht lhm 10 , rDinr ofrcaliation

The 616 ctw deid6 th.re is 1oo mwh mist and 1oo liitle tishl b onrinE shooli.g
outd@6. ed lne call is naie to shool a discusim,grcup segme.r i. the c lim, a futic
buildins on the Imh proFny wilh . fireplm and h€srr *ooden tUmishings. rffem
dir.ts a cmma 10 get a lisht kir oul of oft of the venjchs &d tells th€ o-hosrs to

'Have rhm nDke &en'U shape.'' Lau@ce els to o-tusi Bow, Ef€Eing to a eni
circl€ rhal puts the youlhs in a conng@ftn easr to fitrn trd Mord.
'rn€ eight youns p6pl€ sath€r on @uch6 &'d chain. chanins aboul llc days elenN,
g.uins b kmw @n o$o. The two cGhcls si1 on slools in ihe niddte ofthe elonssled
emi{ircle. Cdeftmn tud pmhca m which 10 sit nd filnl eudnd hold bem



Bicrophones over the youths heads, .ie adjuins aDd reodjustins lhe mgle oflis
equipmmt, tying to avoid hixing $e Mounlain Dew soda machine 10 his Ed.
Bovsr shuffes p6p6, lmkins oE her nol6 for the upcoming discussion.
"we loow wha ft'E loolins fo!," shc sys. 'W€ IEve tni.es k ned th€D lo say, sd I
heve 10 help th sltl!m. h'slelevisio!! anraU, anl tb@'s agoal hm. My job isL)
keep th€m ftom goin8 doM dl tnop nbbil palhs.'
Co-hosl Yost eys lhe topi€ for thb s8m@t h frtling i4'! how youn8 peopl. f.ll vidin
lo ped Fssre in ordr to b. aaepled ad lit inlo .@ial sn 16.
Producer tiErce helons lo 3 you8 me on the @uch, tho telh him that a whil€ shirl
isnI idesl forlhe teldisioncmea. TMyoung n€n go lo ch selhenshins. Oreyouns
wo,m oufs n€r hair fo ed ed ovq her should6, ed dDlhq l.ushs eimaledlx
obviouly enjori.g hd Fxition on the @@h b€twetr two of the yous men.
The two fm6ly s'liie shirtei yomg mo ttum i. @loEd 16 md rale lhen sds.
Alm.sl Eady ro DIl, tlwne catls for atlmlion dd sivs iNtrucrion. 11 s is a makeup
ssion. a fisl njClHoeetlter @nveNtion thal should nav€ b.€n lap€d yesladay, ex.ep1
for fie smny's lale oival d tlvel witress.
'Tbe conlext is lat nigh( You shouldnt nake &y EfeM*s 10 wh,t you'v€ done
today," Llu@ce sys. "No rcfeEnes !o rhe hoEes. You hav6t beo on the hors6. This
h l6t .ishr. you fi6t nidt h tom.'
One of the boon holdeB malc a l.n-6innle minder tlBl cell phones must b. oti .nd

Yosl s6-1s orlhe conven tio witn a enlhui6tic "So herc s€ m in Nev Mdico" d
n€ ions lhe tdp fton Phenix. He b€giN to suide the aN€Mlion roward i1s lopical
soal by talkiq aboul "feelin8 a liftlc as*wrd" in . trq pl@. He ask fie yomc rEople
if they've €ver ,eh pr€sm ro "6r in."
Nhadya slE€s sone of hd oM expqimce wilh pes pr€sm. at tih6 Eally hisL aid
the choices she hN made lo 61 in wilh othes.
Yosl nakes a Efd€nc. to $e outfining sssion .t tne Circle Hean od "Eyins o.

ls, rhc sil.y Br@ilian. picks up the thread. '?utins on $t 00 owboy b@ls desnt
nule m€ a mw6oy," he els. He dBcnb€s his cxpedocB of makine ni€nds d@ugh a
fals FMn4 w@ing a m6k of$rts, sd now he slill felr alorc, ev.n fiough he'd nade
lhe iiiends he thouehi he d wdted
Yosi nods m@uEaingly, oding t€ to go o.. Thal exrErience led io a boul qifi
depressio4 tn€ yous m ad.ts.
Paul, onc ol Ure bdeball play€n, reus a slory of how he lale<t drinlins alohol in a ecial
etlirg he@e he wled lo b€ thouglt ol d 60l. Sevdal i. $e srcup taud ed begin
tclli.g sroies of pani6 md oda $cial seftinss. and the mveBdion drins inio r,lki.s

Cchosl BoPg hnngs the srcup brck lo lopic by dhwins on previoBly m€nliorcd
conmenls on depEsion &d alon66s. "Fsli.g whol€. Fsu inlo *lf4stem dd

A pr€tty blon.le m€ntions h{ sEussl€ with m €aii.g di$rder. ,,t Espondel ro rlsl
attEnlio,' slE eys. Sw€Bl nod h rclnowledgme when shc gives the exopl€ of
maguin€s dd olher nedia rtat defin€ vh.t b€sut, is in a linired and often unatlainablo



way. To tlx obviou sh@k ol all i. the @n, she F)s five of hq hishschool sinfriends
"sot beb jobs s lrd@tion pest '
'Ihe sirl with th€ nury han demlm lhe a J ometic suraery 6 ridiculous. "M!o
m 6al€ a d€.ision like th.t? We'E all chmeh& aI Ine lime." she eys. "I boq l'm
slill smwin8,' slE adrls wirh a vosw geslue lo h€r oM brcasls, lhen pmps a ffsl *iih

TrE eroup lauds d o-hosl Yosl lmts dou ed hmorcusly shat€s his head, f€isning

Ihe blonde ep$ b6ck lo laltine aboul hn .aring dierd€r, adrnining n @ mr aboul
b€auty for h€r, bul @nliol.
"Sropl" One ofthe sudmn calls a halt o lhe &tio. The long handle ot his bem
micmphotre h6 hen hitlins dre Moutain D€w mrhine, and hel been pickins up the
creakins, squq*ins .oies fion lhe wicker bdtet on which one of $e cu€larci is
siltins. Ile o€w shuflG nrhinery, fin€-tui.s lheir positions.
Dr. Dlw r.is his hods toward the smicircle. 'Idt not s€1 out ofthc noned," he
sys, tyina !o tep th€ youna p€ople Eon lGi4 Uen rcfmre poinl dd the
conversariond iore. Te .emen shole lhe Moulai. Dew rehire b8ck a foot or so
md rhe otre cmelmo finds a Don-squqla @oler ro sil or
tnume sl€p6 foN.rd. "H.n8 on, t g on," he ini6* in a delib€nlely sleely !oie,
oMdi.g rhe te€m'attcnlion. The crcm.n tlave dsMed theii rew posts dd de

'Silo@," tzu€ne cills. Tn n. a if on @medic cue. he misily dops his cliDboard wilh
a wnole sne.f of mlling pap€6-
Tnc rmm c6cks up. tauM@ lauens a1 hirelf, &d lells €ve.yore ro e€t it out of tneit
s'stems. A fry de.p bsths ed tn€ cm€B m rollins .eain.
Ile blonde sirt, wilhoul mising a bca! lauchB dghl bek inio her srory abotrt hd
estinE disordd. The girb Nt tn $)s a6on1 their peisp€dive d the conveMlion raks
of. A couplc of cast mcmbeB @me clos ro 16. OIheB otra lwsuing louches ed

A sudmd suddenly coushs, drawins all cycs in tn€ mft The yous p@ple lmk at

'Kcc! rclling.' he insdets th€ Gw. 'Evcryhody go.d. . ok.y. - . okay," he telh lnc

The grcup picks up then onvNiion and g@s otr on tanBe.tr Elaring b $eir rhme of
fitling in. One brinss up EE Aiendsr eo1hq lalls about Miaii.g with 6ad inlknces.
A gid with skin rhe @lor ofcafa e lair r,lks .bour losins ber motho &d bonding wilh a
claoale who d also lost heB. Their bonding tmed oln to be ml e positive hower
$ they both sol ido drue habils. TrE gi.ls lmd how 10 mmipulaE lhen teehe6, li€s
sol bksd ..d biggd, mil lhey tEdd old tiends for a rough€r cDsd. Evertually, sh€
srs, shc lwhed a poinl iwh@ my ey€s lft op.ncd to the rdl I leu yo'! I cnol /
The erenp Eally gels inlo this od sv€al m€mb€s @ speaLing al one, obvioNly .ol
n king lor good teldisio. Ci-host Bow. seu.g to EIms th€ @nv.Mtioq begiis
to ak rhe sreup a qEslion. Shc almbl.s ova h{ words, sLrts ovd. tnen sh,l6 her

'l'm oII on a w.g 1ack.' she els,



'Tal€ a l@k ar you noles,' Lalllwe inslructs. 'llE greW sils silendy 6 Bowr lmks
at hs clipb@rd of nols on lhe rabl. b.hind her, rho t@s b@[ to the srcup.
'Oby, rhen " Bowcr $ys bridtly, lh@ dks hq @nveMtion st€erin8 queslim.
Tne youg p€opL trlk mimat dly. Pcrhap6 e.sins s6rl f@lag€ herc d thae in cerrain
inl€rlions md c@nenls, Bo*g l@16 tovanl ltu€ne and gives a mile or fainr nod
of actno*ledgement. The eisbt youths vho m€t qch othd for the ff.sl time jusl a lew
days ago e lauertine @ily wiit *h o$d. Mayb€ i* asy for them al lnen yomg and
@idble as.s. Mlybe il! tne ennondily ofden Chrislie lifcslyles.
Aleady lhey €m lo he iiends.
Co-hosl Yost ws his oppoauily to @nclude lhe csion- He @aps a swle ol key
poinrx noddiry dt tlt yous people l@king tlEm in 1n. eye and addressing thm by

"Ultimalely." he letk tn€m, "tne choi& is yom."

For more infomatioD on the show, Ultimate Choice Tr/, visit
$laL.ultimatechoietv-com, od for morc iDformation on
Empo@mdt Medi4 go to hw.emlowementmedia.h,,

Ooma Clayton Lard6r is sanior €dnor of Oesqr E(pos/@.


